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PALMARES 2016

After an exciting week of discoveries, journeys and all kinds of powerful emotions, the jury has awarded its prizes, which reflect the richness and power of the films selected.

GOLD GENTIAN FOR BEST FILM – GRAN PREMIO “CITTA’ DI TRENTO”
LA MONTAGNE MAGIQUE
by Anca Damian (France/Poland/Romania, 2015)
Motivation
We have awarded the Grand Prize to an original, extravagant, sensitive and intimate work: La Montagne Magique. This protean film brings together an epic story and the intimacy of artistic creation. Adam Jacek Winckler’s life journey reminds us of History (with a capital H) and all the complexity of man, over and beyond the power of fate: moving forward, choosing, fighting, finding one’s place among men and in the midst of nature – omnipresent in this story – without abandoning one’s ideals, going back to start again, accepting the fragility of our choices and our lives. By combining documentary footage and fiction, using the techniques of decoupage, animation and collage, the film allows us to experience a unique journey through an almost mythological mountain landscape, enclosing all the mystique of the mountains.
Synopsis
[bookmark: _GoBack]Adam Jacek Winkler’s life story spans a period of almost fifty years in the twentieth century: Polish refuge in Paris, Adam is a photographer, climber and political militant. His life is a continuous attempt to overcome every limit, animated by a burning desire to make a significant contribution to the transformation of the world. His adventurous life suddenly took an unexpected turn during the 1980s, when he decided to transform himself into a twentieth century knight and abandoned France, armed with courage and enthusiasm, to go and fight alongside Massoud’s troops against the Soviet Union in the mountains of Afghanistan. Using an extraordinary number of animation techniques, Adam’s life is represented as an enchanted and hypnotic kaleidoscope of images, presenting a person who has succeeded in combining the search for freedom with the fever of adventure.

GOLD GENTIAN FOR BEST MOUNTAINEERING FILM - ITALIAN ALPINE CLUB PRIZE
K2 - TOUCHING THE SKY
by Eliza Kubarska (Poland/Germany/United Kingdom, 2015)
Motivation
Challenging themselves towards the end of their lives would appear to make climbers into heroes… but they are not. Asking themselves what they are leaving behind for those who remain, for those who endure the fear of no return, solitude and the other kind of emptiness, is even more moving. Retracing the steps of fathers and mothers who died in an effort to conquer a useless goal leads the children remaining alone to explore the dizziness of memories and loss. The film is an elegant and sensitive testament to resilience. 
Synopsis
Is it possible to reconcile the risks of climbing with the decision to become a parent? But above all, is it right to decide to face potentially very dangerous situations, placing your life at risk, when there is a child at home waiting for you? The director decides to deal with this question by inviting a group of people who all lost a parent on the K2 during their childhood. The mountains are shown here as the ultimate place, in more than one sense: both as an extreme limit to which people tend to gravitate, and as the conclusive place of an existence. By assembling archive material, interviews and footage of this unusual expedition, the director asks himself about the meaning of challenges, the mountains and parenting.

GOLD GENTIAN FOR BEST ADVENTURE FILM – GRAN PREMIO “CITTA’ DI TRENTO”
THE GREAT ALONE
by Greg Kohs (United States, 2015)
Motivation
A few images and names, such as Seppala, Togo and Balto, bring to mind the stories associated with figures such as Jack London. The Great Alone reawakens our childish spirit, with the procession of heroes leaving for the North, crossing bewitching landscapes marked by extreme temperatures. Thus we discover a man with the temperament of the gold diggers, an obstinate man who succeeds in making us believe in the dream of the final frontier. Lace Makey was perhaps born too late, but he has found his place in the immensity of Alaska, far from other men, surrounded by the profound tenderness of his sled dogs.
Synopsis
The son of one of the founders of the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race, the famous sled dog competition 1,868 kilometres long, Lance Mackey grew up with the same dreams and passions as his father. However, although the initial conditions all appeared to be in his favour, Lance also had to overcome a long series of obstacles, including a tumour that seriously weakened him. Nevertheless, Lance succeeded in transforming these difficulties into a training ground for his determination, and with incredible self-sacrifice he succeeded in accomplishing what not even his father had done: winning the Iditarod Trail four times in succession, thus becoming an American legend.

SILVER GENTIAN – BEST ARTISTIC TECHNICAL CONTRIBUTION
BEHEMOTH
by Zhao Liang (France/China, 2015)
Motivation
For the extraordinary visual technique adopted to construct a lyrical reflection on the violent exploitation of the geographical area by man. For having succeeded in producing a socio-political critique using an elegant and at the same time weighty cinematographic language, in which light, darkness and “industrial” sounds transport us to a Dantesque inferno, stamped on the dirty faces of those who pay the price of an empty and senseless development utopia.
Synopsis
The coal mines in the central region of Mongolia are opening up a deep gash in a landscape of outstanding beauty. The constant thunder of explosions, the clouds of dust and the deafening noise of the machinery hammering incessantly away at the ground are a result of a mining industry destined to continually fuel the expansion in Chinese construction. The life of Chinese miners, condemned to work in inhumane conditions and often developing serious respiratory diseases, unfolds in this apocalyptic setting. Behind such devastation, the eye of Liang Zhao sees the mythological figure of Behemoth, the insatiable biblical creature, and he makes use of verses from Dante’s inferno and the symbolism of man lost within the landscape.

SILVER GENTIAN – BEST SHORT FILM
LAST BASE
by Aslak Danbolt (Norway, 2014)
Motivation
Last Base is a great short narrative adventure film, that is a memorable and entertaining, building the tension to a thunderous crescendo as we wait for a base jumpers last jump in tribute to their dead friend. Good acting and cinematography made this unique film a full experience. You can’t take your eyes off the screen until the climatic final scene!
Synopsis
Joachim is a base jumper who has carried out daring feats together with his best friend Roger for years. However, Roger loses his life during a jump from a mountain. For Joachim it is a shock, and before his companion gives birth to their first child, he wants to say goodbye to base jumping and to his departed friend with one last jump. However, as Joachim and his accompanying friend gradually make their way to the top, a whole series of disquieting signs begin to gather along their route, demanding that the two friends make an urgent choice.

SPECIAL JURY PRIZE
MY LOVE, DON’T CROSS THAT RIVER
by Jin Moyoung (South Korea, 2014)
Motivation
When you come across unique films, you have the feeling of having really met someone; in this case we encounter not only two wonderful people, but also the great love that in our heart of hearts we all desire.
Sinossi
For 76 years a married couple have lived side by side in an old house constructed two hundred years earlier. By now the elderly Byongman Jo is 98 years old, but he still has enough energy to carry home wood for the fire. Perhaps the secret of his longevity lies in the fact that he has never stopped having fun with his wife: playing with the snow, with leaves and with water. His wife Gyeyeul Kang is 89 and continues to cook three meals a day for her husband. Both wear traditional Korean dress, go to the market every five days, organise picnics with the neighbours and enjoy dancing. However, day after day Byongman sees his energy decline and he finds it more and more difficult to get out of bed. Gyeyeul often sits staring silently at the stream flowing past and prepares to say goodbye.

SPECIAL JURI MENTION
ON THE RIM OF THE SKY
by Hongjie Xu (Germany/China, 2014)
Motivation
The film succeeds in recounting the moving story of the transformation of an isolated village school in the mountains of China. With an intimate analysis, it brings us closer to the life of the children and their teachers, while at the same time it bears witness to the irreversible changes taking place to their lifestyle thanks to the power of education, demonstrating that frontiers are not only of a geographical nature.
Synopsis
The village of Gulu is home to a tiny community perched high in the mountains in the Chinese province of Sichuan. Here there is only one primary school and a single teacher, Shen, who has by now worked there for twenty-six years. However, one a day the young man Bao Tangtao arrives, going by the name of Don Quixote. In his eyes the village of Gulu is a small corner of paradise, so he decides to remain and give the teacher Shen a hand as a volunteer in the school. However, with his arrival everything in the school and the community will begin to change dramatically.
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